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R E A D E. R. 


HE vriter of the following pages did not 

mean, to give in them a Diſſertation on 
Eftabliſhments : but merely to ſhew the futility 
of what the Author of the Sermon has aſſerted 
on the ſubject: in the courſe of his Remarks 
he has been unavoidably led to ſpeak of the 
Petition and Petitioners; and was from judg- 
ment induced to eſpouſe their cauſe, But as 
the defence of them was not any part of his 
firſt intention, he purpoſely avoided entering 
upon the examination of The Reaſons againſt 
Sbſcription ; although it would not be difficult 
to ſhew, that they are of no greater weight, 
than the arguments contained in the Sermon, 


LY TE LK 


REVEREND SIR, 


Should have begun this letter, with 

complaiſantly aſking your leave, to 
make ſome remarks on your ſermon; 
were I not well aſſured, by the ſpirit it 
breathes, that you would be extremely 
backward to grant any indulgence, to 
one, who has the misfortune, not to 
hold religious eſtabliſhments in the ſame 
veneration as yourſelf. 


I think it extremely happy for the pe- 
titioners, that you did not comply with 
B the 


; 


L#3 

the invitation you received, to attend 
the aſſociation at the Feathers- Tavern, 
in the Strand.* For you being certain 
that the infliction of puniſhment is 
« eſſentially neceſſary to preſerve religious 
« inſtitutions. +” —and perſuaded that the 
petitioners mean nothing leſs than a 
total ſubverſion of the national eſta- 
« bliſhmentt”—to what lengths might 
not your zeal for that church which has 
been © the boaſt and admiration of 
ages“ have hurried you? We may be 
allowed to ſuppoſe, that at the leaſt, 
you would have been impelled, agreea- 
bly to the laudable maxim of Count 
Zinzendorf, inſtead of anſwering the ar- 
guments of the petitioners, to have kicked 
their teeth down their throats. 


1 remember that ſome time ago, the 
late benevolent Samuel Roe, M. A. Vicar 
of Stotfold, in Bedfordſhire, ſeemed de- 


* Reaſons, p. 1 + Sermon, p. 6. 
+ Reaſons, p. 2. 


ſirous 


1 
ſirous of obtaining the office of Tongue- 
cutter-general to all ſchiſmatics, fanatics, 
&c. Now as you ſeem, from certain ex- 
preſſions in your performance, to be not 
one whit behind him, in your approba- 
tion of ſevere meaſures with ſuch kind 


of perſons; I cannot but think you would 


have proved a worthy ſucceſſor, to this 
meek-ſpirited writer. The Monthly Re- 
viewers exprefſed their doubts, whether, 
if the ſcheme was adopted, any perſon 
would be found willing to undertake this 
arduous buſineſs, after the deceaſe of the 
ſaid Samuel Roe, M. A.—But at that 
time you, Sir, had not ſtepped out from 
the preſs, arrayed in terrors—which is 
the only excuſe they can make, for hav- 
ing entertained any doubts on this head. 
At that time, I thought the Reviewers 
deficient in their knowledge of the ex- 
tent of bigotry; and having ſuch an op- 
portunity for triumphing over them, I 


do declare it to be my opinion, that 


they ought to aſk your pardon, as pub- 
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lickly as they have made the offence, 
for throwing cold water on a ſcheme, 
which had 1t taken effect, might in the 
event, have proved very beneficial to you. 
For who can doubt, but the King, or 
his Parliament, would have ſettled a very 
handſome annuity, on, the perſon em- 
ployed in this effectual way of /lencing 
thoſe, who *© propagate doctrines re- 
«« pugnant to the eſtabliſhed inſtitu- 
tions?“ 


I think myſelf very happy in living 
at ſuch a diſtance from you, as makes 
it improbable I ſhould ever come into 
your company; for both my teeth and 
tongue are very ſerviceable to me at 
preſent. Yet my book I doubt will 
meet with hard treatment. I fear it is 
deſtined, like the petition, ex fumo dare 
lucem. 


But, pray Sir, is your ſpirit, the ſpirit 
of that church, which has been * the 
e boaſt 
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« boaſt and admiration of ages? —If 
it be, I do not wonder that ages have 
admired at ſuch a church; but it fills 


me with wonder, that any perſons 
ſhould have boaſted of it. 


If, Sir, the church of England is of 
ſuch a perſecuting ſpirit; do you think 
ſhe will eſteem herſelf under any ob- 
ligations to you, for . making ſo pub- 
lic a declaration of what reflects ſo 


much diſgrace upon her?—If ſhe ab- 


hors ſeverity on a religious account, 
will ſhe not be filled with indignation 
againſt one of her own members, who 


gives the world ſo much reaſon to think 


the contrary ? 


You have brought yourſelf into A 
miſerable dilemma, from which I can- 


not ſet you free; nor do I ſee any way 


for your eſcape. 
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The more I conſider your ſituation, 
the more I pity you. We will hope 
- you mean well: but, Sir, you are un- 
fortunate, the fars are your enemies. 
Who but a man under a baleful a/?ro- 
lagical influence, could have prefixed 
fuch a text, to ſuch a diſcourſe? Who 
but a man under a temporary infatua- 
tion, could have attempted to perſuade 
us to renounce our chriſtian liberty, 
from theſe words, „Stand faſt in the 
liberty, wherewith Chriſt has made 
« us free.” 


From this moſt excellent text, you 
take occaſion to enquire; * firſt, how far 
ce the right, which government aſſumes of 
« requiring ſubſcription from thoſe who 
* are appointed teachers of religion, is 
* conſiſtent with chriſtian liberty: and ſe- 
«© condly, Whether the line drawn in the 
« ſubſcription required by the church of 
% England, lays any unjuſtifiable con- 

| « ſtraint 


A 


A 


ESR 
* ſtrant on the conſciences of real 
« chriſtians.”* 


Before you enter directly upon - the 
diſcuſſion of the firſt of theſe heads, 
you determine to ſhow us clearly, *in 
* what chriſtian liberty, in the plain 
and obvious meaning of the goſpel, 
doth really conſiſt.” + 


c 


* 


* It primarily implies,” you ſay, a 
freedom from that heavy burthen of 
uſeleſs ceremonies, with which the 
judaizing proſelytes to chriſtianity 
« would have all chriſtians charged.” 4 


4 


A 


c 


A 


A 


Glad am I, Sir, to find, that in one 
circumſtance you are right. But, I 
would aſk you, did the apoſtle con- 
demn the Jewiſh ceremonies, in order 
to leave theſe things to the judgment of 
the civil magiſtrate? The rites appointed 


* Sermon, p. 2. + Sermon, p. 2. 


Sermon, p. 2. 
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under the Moſaic diſpenſation, were in- 
ſtituted by Gop himſelf. Were theſe 
aboliſhed, that men, uninſpired men, 
might injoin religious ceremonies of 
their own ?—Who can believe it? 


«« Chriſtian liberty,” you ſay farther, 
* imports ſometimes a freedom «70 
© you Toy OavaTov (1s not this Greek 
« ſcrap ina ſermon a little pedantic?) but 
« never, as far I can find, an exemption 
« from the laws of the land. Obedience 
* to the civil powers I find enjoined by 
« Chriſt. himſelf, both by precept and 
% example' *. 


I did expreſs a hope above that you 
meant well; but, Sir, ſhall I be deemed 
uncharitable, if I now expreſs ſome doubt 
on that head? It is hardly poſſible to be- 
lieve that a chriſtian divine can be fo 
ignorant, that Chriſt neither by precept 


* Sermon, p. 2. 


nor 


LS] 


nor example enjoined obedience to the 
civil powers in matters of religion. 'The 
contrary is well known: for there is 
not one ſingle command in the goſpel 
on this ſubject; and Chriſt's example 
directly oppoſes ſuch obedience. Did 
not our bleſſed Lord © propagate doc 
* trines repugnant to the eſtabliſhed in- 
“ ſtitutions,” of his country, and ac- 
tually introduce another religion, very 
different from that of the ſtate? The 
example of Chriſt is then, Sir, directly 
againſt you: it favours even diſſenters, as 
well as the aſſociates, as you politely call 
the petitioners. 


I go on with my quotations from your 
moſt extraordinary ſermon where J left 
off. Chriſtian liberty doth indeed in- 
*« dulge us in our own private opinions 
* of points, upon which ſcripture hath 
« not expreſsly decided; but chriſtian 
© Hberty doth not authorize every idle 
« dreamer to vent the wild flights of a 

| 6 diſ- 
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« diſtempered imagination in direct op- 
«« poſition to the civil powers, and the 
mode of chriſtianity, eſtabliſhed in the 
« ſtate. * to idle dreamers, wild 
flights, and diſtempered imaginations, 
theſe are words of courſe with your 
party, by which you endeavour to pre- 
judice weak minds. All men are idle 
dreamers, and perſons of diſtempered 
imaginations, according to your ideas, 
who maintain different opinions from 
yourſelves ; and they indeed deſerve to be 
ſo called, who ſuffer themſelves to be 
diſturbed at ſuch appellations.— Let us 
leave out this abſurd nonſenſe, and ſtate 
what you have aſſerted agreeably to your 
real meaning thus: Chriftian liberty doth not 
authorize an oppoſition to the civil pow- 
ers, and the mode of chriſtianity n ;ſhed 
in te tate. 


With reſpect to oppoſing - the civil 
powers in matters of religion—for you 


* Sermon, P. 2. 


know, 


1 


know, Sir, religion is the ſubject every 
perſon muſt be ſenſible, agreeably to 
what I have obſerved above, that Chriſt 
himſelf was guilty of this kind of oppoſi- 
tion to the civil powers. And you will 
no doubt be aware, that according to 
your ſentiments, it was highly proper, 
on this account, nay, ** eflential to the 
* preſervation of religious inſtitutions” 
in the ſtate, that civil puniſhment 
« ſhould be inflicted” upon him. The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the divine author of 
our holy religion, if your aſſertions be 
true, was very juſtly executed; for what- 
ever was the pretence, we all know that 
he ſuffered for propagating doctrines 
% repugnant to the eſtabliſhed inſtitu- 
« tions.” Thus, Sir, you and your 
party, make the doctrine of the Croſs 


T real 4 umbling -block, to every rational 


perſon; if your ſentiments be deed 
rational. 


But, 


[ x2 ] 


But, „the mode of Chriſtianity eſta- 
« bliſhed in the ſtate muſt not be op- 
« poſed”. Will you pleaſe, Sir, to tell 
the public, why the word mode is here 
inſerted? Was it becauſe the religion 
eſtabliſhed in this country, could not 
with propriety be called Chriſtianity, 
without ſome qualifying expreſſion ? — 
Numbers, Sir, will be of this opinion. 


If you have courage ſufficient, tell your 
fellow-citizens, how they ought to act 
if the eſtabliſhed religion were Moham- 
medaniſm, and they in general Chriſtians 
as at preſent? Would the /berty where- 
with Chriſt has made us free, juſtify them 
for not conforming to Mohammedaniſm, 
and endeavouring to propagate the truths 
of Chriſtianity? If you anſwer agree- 
ably to your profeſſed ſentiments, ot, 
Sir; for you tell us We cannot 
doubt the right of government to 
* guard by civil puniſhments their own 
«cc re- 
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religious inſtitutions; the infliction of 
« which puniſhments on thoſe who pro- 
« pagate doctrines repugnant to the re- 
« ceived and eſtabliſhed inſtitutions is 
«« eſſentially neceſſary”. —What a ſevere 
perſecutor of the Chriſtians would you 
have been, had Providence made you a 


heathen magiſtrate before Chriſtianity was 
eſtabliſhed !— 


o 


You proceed, Chriſtianity doth not 
„ countenance this” oppoſition to the 
civil powers in matters of religion, 
«« reaſon condemns it, ſound policy diſ- 
claims it.” 

Chriſtianity and reaſon, Sir, are in 
perfect agreement; and therefore, ſince 
I have proved, the former favours the 
oppoſition which you condemn, I ſhall 
not here enquire what is the determi- 
nation of reaſon on this ſubject. But, 
Sir, when you ſay that “ ſound policy 


+ Sermon, p. 6. 
« diſ- 
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« diſclaims it,“ I cannot refrain from 
pitying a miniſter of Chriſt turned a 
mere human politician. It was this 
« ſound policy”, which you exalt above 
both reaſon and Chriſtianity, by men- 
tioning it laſt in this curious c/imax, that 
induced the Jews and Heathens to perſe- 
cute the Lord Jeſus Chnſt and his apoſ- 
tles—< this ſound policy” was the pa- 
rent of the Inquiſition, and of many 
more dreadful evils than I ſhall pretend 
to enumerate. 


I now attend you to the firſt article 
of your enquiry ; namely. How far 
« the right which government aſſumes 
« of requeſting fubſcription from thoſe 
« who are teachers of religion, is con- 
« ſiſtent with Chriſtian Liberty.” 


I begin with a ſummary of your hiſ- 
tory of Eftabliſhments. If I miſrepre- 
ſent what you fay, the preſs, thanks 
be to Gop! is free, and through that 

channel 


channel you may do yourſelf juſtice. 
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I do not wiſh to be ſpared. 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
Mo 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


« A ſenſe of religion was implanted 
in the mind of man from the begin- 
ning, but after the admiſſion of fin 
into the world, ciwil government be- 
came neceſſary, and the civil powers 
ſeeing plainly it could not ſubſiſt in 
force without religion, availed them- 
ſelves of it, for the purpoſes of go- 
vernment. This religion was to be 
kept up by certain forms and cere- 
monies.“ Poor religion, to what 


weak props art thou obliged for thy 
ſupport ! — “ and learned and prudent 


cc 


«c 


men were appointed” by the civil power, 
to inculcate its beneficial truths.” * 


This is your hiſtory of eſtabliſhments : 


m which an attentive reader muſt be 


ftrack with the art, by which poor Re- 


gion is brought into the power and 


Sermon, p. 3, 4. 


un 
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under the controul of the civil magiſ- 
trate. | 


Religion was inſufficient to reftrain men 
entirely from vices; and thus civil govern- 
ment became neceſſary. After this ſtate 
of the caſe, any perſon who had not 
ſome particular views to ſerve, would 
have proceeded as follows—therefore the 
buſineſs of the civil power was, to en- 
force by human puniſhments thoſe mo- 
ral duties, the obſervance -of which a 
ſenſe of religion was found too weak to 


effect. 


According to this reaſoning, which I 
think you will not be able to overthrow, 
the civil magiſtrate is properly no more 
than the ſervant, or at beſt the aſſiſtant 
of religion : whereas you deſcribe him 
as ſeizing her by violence, dreſſing her 
to his own mind, and in ſhort doing 
with her whatſoever ſeemed him good. 


Your 


7 


Your hiſtory of Eſtabliſhments is cal- 
culated to injure the cauſe you have 
eſpouſed. It conveys a very unpleaſing 
idea» of the civil magiſtrate, who being 
invited as an auxiliary, turned invader ; 
and muſt lead us to regard the religion 
which he preſents us with, as more 
adapted to his private purpoſes, than our 
good; and of courſe induce us to ſeek 
after that plain and ſimple religion, 
* which was implanted in the mind of 
man from the beginning; * and to 
confine ourſelves, as much as poſſible, 
to thoſe ſacred books which repreſent and 
enforce it. | 


« The firſt principles of religion,” 
you go on to obſerve, © were plain 
and ſimple, yet in a ſhort ſpace of 
time was religion exhibited in ſo va- 
„ rious modes that it ſcarce appeared 


* Sermon, p. 4. 


1 «c the 
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ec the ſame thing,“ in different countries 
I ſuppoſe you mean: and you aſſign as 
the reaſon of the different appearance of 
religion, that it was incorporated with 
« the civil government, and therefore 
% partook of the complexion of the 
e. 


It is very evident, Sir, that if you 
have not miſrepreſented the proceedings 
of the magiſtrate, religion could ſcarce 
appear the ſame thing it was at firſt, 
in any country in which it was incorpo- 
rated with the civil government. | 


You inform us that at the firſt it was 
plain and ſimple; but that when in- 
corporated with the civil government, 
it was dreſſed up in certain forms and 
ceremonies, and made to partake of the 
complexion of the ſtate. That is, in 
other words, that this venerable Lady, 


* Sermon, p. 4. 
who 
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who had been accuſtomed to dreſs in a 
plain and ſimple manner, like a ſober 
matron, When ſeized on by the Magiſ- 
trate, had her face daubed over with 
rouge, and was tricked out in laces and 
ribbons like a Hharlot. —What a change! 
how different a perſon muſt ſhe appear 
in this her latter ſtate, from what ſhe 
was in her former! 1 0 


There is ſomething very curious in 
your reaſoning, when you attempt to 
ſhow, the propriety of adorning this 
« plain and ſimple religion” after ſo 
gaudy a manner. Wiſe men” ſay 
you, „ ſaw it was ſtrongly implanted 
« in the human mind, by the author 
« of human nature; and a thing fo be- 


© neficial to the welfare of the com- 


« munity was to be kept up by certain 
« forms. and ceremonies” *. 


* Sermon, P. 4. 
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I will not enquire here, whether, 
inſtead of preſerving pure religion, forms 
and ceremonies do not on the contrary 
deſtroy it; but muſt aſk, what occaſion 
there can poſſibly be for them, to pre- 
ſerve that which 1s ſtrongly implanted 
in the human mind? Does inſtinct re- 
quire forms and ceremonies to preſerve 

it? f 


I find this ſetter will be much longer 
than I at firſt intended; for every pa- 
ragraph | ſtrikes me with ſome abſurdity 
or fallacy. Did you not, Sir,—tell us 
honeſtly—did you not publiſh this Ser- 
mon, in order to divert yourſelf, by ob- 
ſerving the readineſs with which the la- 
ity in general, admit for argument 
whatever their teachers would perſuade 
them 1s ſuch? Indeed, Sir, you ſhould 
not haye attempted to make yourſelf 
merry with the credulity of mankind, 

at 


[ 22 ] 


at the expence of religion. It is too 
ſerious a ſubject and too ſacred, to be 
employed as the inſtrument of plea- 


ſantry. 


I looked very grave, Sir, when I had 
read that paſſage in your ſermon, in 
which you tell us, that religion was 
plain and ſimple till the civil governor 
interfered about it, that he altered its 
complexion, as well as diſguiſed it with 
forms and ceremonies; and conclude, 
that therefore the intereſts of govern- 
ment and religion are common ; and 
that each wants the influence of the 
other to preſerve its peace and ſupport 
its power *. 


* 


My logic teaches me to reaſon thus. 


Religion was at the firſt plain and 
ſimple. 


* Sermon, p. 5. 
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The civil magiſtrate changed its 
complexion, and otherwiſe diſ- 
guiſed it, | 


Therefore the civil magiſtrate is not 
a proper perſon with whom to 
entruſt the care of religion. 


The premiſes are your own, the con- 
cluſion mine. 


You, however, from the ſame pre- 
miſes have made out, how fairly let 
our readers determine; an alliance be- 
tween church and ſtate: from whence, 
as well as from your extreme moderation, 
we recognize the diſciple of the humble 
and charitable biſhop Warburton. 


The alliance is formed. What muſt 
be done to preſerve it? It is neceſſary 
for thoſe ſcrupulouſly to guard the 


* one,” (the eſtabliſhed church,) who 
«© hope to ſecure the other,” (the civil 
government.“) 


eee . «et Md, er aa x : 


* Sermon, p. 6. 
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This, Sir, 1s nothing but the old tale, 
of No Biſhops, no King: expreſſed in dif- 
ferent words. But can you, Sir, or any 
man believe, that the people would at- 
tempt to overthrow that government, 
which ſhould indulge them with perfect 
liberty in religious matters? Or if the 
civil government ſhould be brought into 
danger, by making any alterations in the 
eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment more favoura- 
ble to liberty, who muſt be the authors 
of that danger? Surely not they who ap- 
prove the alterations; but thoſe perſons 
only, who “ ſcrupulouſly guard” the 
church of England in its preſent ſtate. 
That is, you and your friends. So that 


the odium you intended, by this obſer- 


vation, to throw upon the ſhoulders of 
others, has light unfortunately upon your 
own head. 


I ſhould be pleaſed to hear your rea- 
ſon, Sir, for being thus “' ſcrupulous to 
C 4 « guard 
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* guard“ an eſtabliſnment, which ac- 
cording to your own account, muſt be of 
a different complexion from the plain 
ſimple religion implanted at firſt in the 
mind of man; and alſo farther diſtin- 
guiſhed from it, by various rites and ce- 
remonies, ſo as hardly to appear the ſame 
thing. 8 


Whatever be this reaſon, (which ſome 
perſons will gueſs at in a way not much 
to your credit) guarded and ſecured the 
politico-eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, you 


ſay, muſt be: and in order to impreſs this 


ſentiment upon your readers, diſplay your 
learning in exhibiting to them ; the ſtate 
of religious and civil polity in Pagan 
ſtates ; with which we have been all on- 
derfully edified; and no doubt but our 
chriſtian governors, will eſteem themſelves . 
under great obligations to you, for re 
commending the example of heather 
ſtates to their imitation. 


I am 


L 25 ] 


I am aſtoniſhed that a man of letters, 
as you ſeem to be, whoſe education 
might be ſuppoſed to have enlarged his 
mind, and inſpired him with generous 
ſentiments, could tell, with ſeeming ap- 
probation, how * the wiſe and virtuous 
% Socrates, was arraigned, tried, con- 
% demned and executed, for propagating 
« doctrines repugnant to the eſtabliſhed 
religion of the ſtate.” 


My heart bleeds for that venerable mar- 
tyr to truth; nor can I refrain from de- 
teſting laws, which /affer wiſe and vir- 
tuous men to be arraigned, tried, con- 
demned and executed. — You were very 
prudent in not adding to the above rela- 
tion, that the Athenians became, after 
the death of Socrates, ſuch true penitents 
for the cruelty with which they had treat- 

ed this religious hero, that they put his 
accuſers to death; notwithſtanding he 
had oppoſed the religion of his country. 


In 


1 
| 
| 

4 


r > 1 A i 
1 


| 26 } 


In the ſenſe of all cool and diſpaſſion- 
ate perſons, one wiſe and virtuous man 
is of more value, than a legion of nar- 
row- minded bigots; who would lay the 
conſciences of their fellow-citizens under 
reſtraint, and keep-the rod hanging over 
their backs, to oblige them to believe, 
or at leaſt, profeſs to believe, as the civil 
magiſtrate ſhall direct. 


To the above—-quoted account you ſub- 
join, that wwe cannot doubt the right 
* of government moſt ſcrupulouſly to 
« guard and preſerve religious inſtitu- 
ce tions. Now, Sir, I not only doubt, 
but with thouſands and ten thouſands, 
deny the right of government to appoint 
religious inſtitutions, much more to guard 
and preſerve them when appointed. 
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I grant that government,“ as you 
ſay, © has aſſumed a power, to inflict 
«« puniſhments on thoſe who propagate 

| « doctrines 
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« doctrines repugnant to the eſtabliſhed 
« inſtitutions,” but cannot join with you, 
in „ ſeeing no reaſon to controvett its 
„ right.” For I do believe that the 
Jewiſh rulers, and Pilate + at their inſti- 
gation, acted an unjuſtifiable part, in the 
caſe of our bleſſed Saviour: and that the 
Athenians, ought to have been as ſenſi- 
ble of the iniquity of u ing this power 
before, as they were after, the death of 
Socrates. 


«© The compact” you ſay between 
the legiſlature and the people is mu- 
e tual; that 1s, to preſerve theſe ſecure 
« 1n their property, and theſe are, on the 
other hand, bound to ſubmit to the 
authority of that, to pay a dutiful obe- 
* dience to its prohibitions and com- 
* mands. * 


* Sermon, p. 6. 


+ Pilate knew perfectly well for what reaſon the Jews 
were ſo urgent to have Jeſus crucified. Matt. xxvii. 18. 
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You ſurely meant, Sir, to forſake the 
pulpit, when you wrote this paſſage. It 
is not in character for a divine. If heaven 
and eternal happineſs were of no impor- 
tance, then indeed, a man might make no 
ſcruple to ſubmit his faith to the appoint- 
ment of the magiſtrate: but ſince we have 
a book, which came down from heaven, 
to inſtruct us in religion, we muſt be 
bound to ſubmit to that in all things ; 
and to obey none of the commands and 
prohibitions of men, be thoſe men ever 
ſo exalted, which are contrary to, or dif- 
ferent from, the religious commands or 
prohibitions of that book. 


It is the conſtant practice of writers 
on your ſide the queſtion, to make civil 
government and religious inſtitutions ap- 
pear to be one and the ſame thing ; but, 
Sir, it is impoſſible this artifice ſhould ſuc- 
ceed, where men are not willing to be 
impoſed upon. If you have occaſion to 
reprint 


129 1 


reprint your ſermon, prefix to it as a 
motto Si vult populus decipi, decipiatur— 
I do not recolle& any one which will 
better expreſs your general deſign. 
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Between our civil governors and us, 
there is no other than a civil compact. 
They are bound to ſecure our civil liber- 
ties, rights and properties; and we are 
bound in return to maintain them and 
yield them civil obedience, whilſt they 
faithfully obſerve their part of the com- 
pact. But with reſpect to religion, we 
have here, infinitely more exalted govern- | 
ors, namely the King of kings, and his q 
well-beloved ſon Jeſus Chriſt. | 


| 
| 
5 


If your profeſſed be your real ſentiments, 
you would have made as orthodox a Mo- 


hammedan in Turky, as a Chriſtian in 
England. But who can tell the real ſen- 
timents of ſo complaiſant a courtier? Ex- 
ternally, as in duty bound, conformable 
to the religion of the ſtate, who knows, 


whether 


#3 


whether in your heart, you he either 
church of England man, or even Chriſ- 
tian. 


If you. will not excuſe me, I think 
the public will, for charging you with 
matchleſs effrontery, in calling Chriſtiani- 
ty only a * ſketch of religion.” x Your 
reaſon for thus inſulting our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the author of this religion, I am 
fully apprized of. The ſketch wants 
filling up, and you mean, that our go- 
vernors ſhould undertake this buſineſs for 


Us, 


appeal from your judgment, Sir, 
to that of proteſtants at large, whether 
our Saviour left his religion imperfect? 
and, whether the New Teſtament does 
not contain the whole of that reh- 
gion, which Chriſtians are intereſted in, 
or ought to be concerned about? 
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* Sermon, p. 7. 
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You political divines dare not give 
a direct and explicit anſwer to theſe 
queſtions ; becauſe if you did, in con- 
formity to your profeſſed ſentiments, 
your own people would take the alarm, 
and join to haſten that reformation in 
the eſtabliſhment, which you ſo much 
dread. But you have dropped, without 
being aware of the uſe which might 
be made of it, that which is abun- 
dantly ſufficient to prove, what an- 
ſwer you would avow, were you not 
reſtrained by a fear of the conſequences. 
« Chriſtianity is a ſketch of religion!” 


a 


You go on to tell us, that a 
religion tending in ſo eminent a de- 
«« gree, as Chriſtianity, to promote the 
« ſocial and moral virtues, could ne- 
<< ver be eſteemed at variance with the 
< beſt intereſts of mankind : wherever 
therefore the nature of it was pro- 


LE  ** perly 
Sf 


[82] 


« perly underſtood, it was received, 
„ encouraged, eftabhſhed.”* 


This word eftablſhed is very artfully 
ſtolen in here, that weak perſons might 
look upon encouraging and eſtabliſhing 
as the ſame thing: but, Sir, to encou- 
rage what 1s friendly to the beſt intereſts 
of mankind, does not imply any thing 
like your hierarchy, your Imperium in im- 
perio. 


In the above quotation we are favoured 
with a circumſtance, in the annals of the 
church, which has been entirely concealed 
from the knowledge of all Chriſtians till 
now diſcovered by you; and generouſly 
made public, for the good of your coun- 
trymen: This is, that Chriſtianity was 
not properly underſtood for the firſt three 
centuries. Even ſo long was it before it 
was eſtabliſhed: and yet you tell us, 
that wherever 1t was properly under- 


* Sermon, p. 7. 


ſtood 


[ 33 ] 
ſtood it was received, encouraged; eſta- 
bliſhed. | 


I ſhall mention one reaſon, why I think 
eſtabliſhing it, to be no proof of its hav- 
ing been properly underſtood at this pe- 
riod; namely, becauſe from this time, 
the church is agreed to have been, Major 
druitiis, virtutibus minor, more wealthy 
and more corrupt. 


After all which has been ſaid pro and 
con, On the ſubject of eſtabliſhments, I 
have not been able to underſtand how it is 
poſſible to eftabhiſh religion by human laws. 
I grant you a number of men may be 
eftabhiſhed in rich benefices, under the no- 
tion of guarding and preſerving religion; 
and this is your profeſſed idea of eſta- 
bliſhments. But, dear Sir, eccleſiaſtical 
hiſtory fully proves, that e/tabliſhing ſuch 
men was weakening the intereſt of Chri/- 
tianity. 
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of eſtabliſnments ! 


(4)... 
You indeed ſay they were appointed 
to guard Chriſtianity from corruption; 


but you know no doubt, as well as I, that 
from the time they were appointed Chriſ- 
tianity became more corrupt than before. 


And the tempers and manners of theſe 
beneficed clergy ſoon underwent a ſenſible 
change. They were no longer the meek 
and humble Chriſtians they had been; 
but became proud, contentious, inſolent 
and impoſing — behold the blefled effects 


That there ought to be preachers, to 
urge the obſervance of Chriſtian duties, 
no perſon can doubt; but theſe there 
were for three hundred years, before 
there was any eſtabliſhed order of men 


to guard Chriſtianity from corruption ; 


and therefore ſo there might be ſtill 
if Chriſtianity were to diſmiſs this her 
guard, I could recommend, a much bet- 
ter guard to her; viz. the Holy Scrip- 


tures. Theſe would certainly preſerve 
e her 


331 
her from corruption, much better than 
any order of men whatſoever; for the 
latter are all liable to be corrupted them- 
ſelves; it is not impoſſible but hey might 
be induced, to obtrude upon men, inſtead 
of Chriſtianity, thoſe doctrines which 
were beſt ſuited to the political views 
of the civil magiſtrate; from whom they 
receive their authority, and upon whom 
they depend: but in the ſacred Scriptures, 
Chriſtianity will be ever preſerved, in its 
original ſimplicity and excellence. 


_ Senſible, I ſuppoſe, of the futility 
of all you have thus far advanced con- 
cerning Eſtabliſhments, and of the im- 
poſſibility of reſting upon it, the right 
of government to demand ſubſcription 
to Articles of Faith, you now endea- 
vour to fix this right, upon a quite differ- 
ent foundation: and tell us 
« It is ridiculous to diſpute the 
* right of the magiſtrate to require ſuch 
D 2 * ſecurity,” 
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« ſecurity, ” as that of ſubſcription, 
„where the laws have given him a 
os power to do it. It is ridiculous no 
doubt in this cafe to diſpute his Aga 
right, but we may {till deny that he has 
a moral or Goſpel right. If you mean only 
to aſſert the chief magiſtrate's egal right 
in this Kingdom, you and I ſhall be 
found to be both in the ſame opinion : 
but in this caſe all you have hitherto 
faid, and I have animadverted upon, 
means nothing, but merely to lengthen 
out the Sermon. If you deſign any thing 
more than a egal right, your argument 
fails; for the law can give no more than 
a * be. 


5 The Ft petitioners, whom you are fo 
much diſpleaſed with, will acknowledge 
this kind of right; but, Sir, they know 


the laws of England are not like thoſe of 


the Medes and Perſians; 1 and therefore 


very regularly apply to the Legiſlature, 
for a "change, which may eaſe their con- 


ſciences. 


[ 37 ] 


ſciences. | I cannot ſee how you, or I, or 


any other perſons, the Legiſlature itſelf 
excepted, have ought to do with either 
the . or * 


When Engliſhmen feel themſelves 


aggrieved, by any Law in being, they 
have an acknowledged right, to petition 
for the abolition of the Law. What 
alarms you therefore is no other than the 
exertion of that right, which belongs to 
every Britiſh ſubject. The petition, I 
dare ſay, will not be preſented vi et armis; 


and the King and Parliament may act 


as they chuſe when it is preſented. And 


you will pleaſe to take notice, that 


even though they ſhould make the pro- 
poſed alteration, you will ſtill have a 


Church of England as by Law eſtabliſh- , 


ed. Why then are you diſturbed ? 


If the civil powers have the right 
of directing the conſciences of their ſub- 
jects, of appointing or eſtabliſhing any 
D 3 form 
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6 1 
form of worſhip, and of making Rules, 
Canons, &c. reſpecting Church govern- 
ment, which is what you contend for, they 
have alſo as certain a right, to make 
any changes in their own religious in- 
ſtitutions. Nor do I underſtand, how 
you can vindicate yourſelf, for inter- 


fering in a caſe, in which the civil powers 


alone, upon your own principles, are 
concerned, If the right of appointing 
religious inſtitutions be lodged folely in 
the civil government, it muſt be great 
impertinence in you, and other writers 
on your ſide the queſtion, an imperti- 
nence of which you yourſelves muſt be 
ſenfible, to debate before hand, upon 
any ſteps it may poſſibly take, in mat- 
ters relative to religion. And are you 
not aware alſo, that by now condemn- 


ing alterations, you may chance, ſhould 


the civil powers comply with the petition, 
to become guilty 4 priori, of cenſuring 
that very Church, which you. muſt then 
defend ? This 1s a conſideration worthy 


{ 39 ] 


the attention of you politico-eccleſiaſt 


cal divines. 


I now proceeded to your obſerva- 
tion next in order to that laſt quoted. 
% But not only the power, and the right, 
* but the propriety of requiring ſuch ſecu- 
** rity as ſubſcriptions, is moſt apparent. 


* 


* 


within ſome bounds, their doctrines 
*'will ſoon become oppoſite as pole to 
5 pole. Error will be grafted on error. 


"Y 


4% Parties will be formed, diviſions in the 


« ſtate will follow thoſe in religion, and 
% diſcord and confuſion ruin both.” * 


| T ſhall make no other reply to this 
curious paragraph, than that it is not 
true and refer you to the ſtate of reli- 
gion and government, in our Colonies 
in North America, as a proof of its 
being falſe. Teachers there are not cir- 
cumſcribed, and notwithſtanding, no re- 
ligious parties are formed, nor is either 

* Sermon, p. 8. 
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If you do not circumſcribe the teachers 
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religion or civil government ruined. But 


the inhabitants are more charitable :to 


different ſects and parties of Chriſtians, 
than any where elſe; and as to civil 
Government, they behave juſt as well as 
the Mother-Country, | 


— 


Now you undertake to anſwer the 
grand objection, to what you have been 
hitherto SPRAY to prove. 


© The uſual reply to this is, had ſuch 
doctrine prevailed two or three hun- 
* dred years ago, what would have be- 


La) 


0 


come of our boaſted reformation ? In 


% anſwer to which, it will be ſufficient 


* to refer our adverſaries, to a retro- 
* ſpect of that reformation. Let them 


look back on thoſe inteſtine feuds, and 
civil broils, on thoſe dreadful ſcenes 


that a long courſe of years preſented, 


e the ſtate almoſt torn to pieces, and 
„the land deluged with blood; ere the 
„ wiſhed for reformation was affected. 


Sermon, p. 8. 
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This picture is highly coloured indeed. 
— But let that paſs. — If the land was 
deluged with blood, who was the butch- 
er? I anſwer, the civil magiſtrate, who 
having taken religion into his keeping, 
and dreſſed her as he pleaſed, dragooned, 
hanged, or burned, all who thought her 
head-dreſs too high, or her train too 
long, or who dared to inſinuate, that 
a plain round patch would have become 
her face, better than one pinked into 
a hundred angles. Nay, he not only 
| butchered thoſe who thought ſhe was 
ornamented more than was neceſſary, 
but them alſo who were of opinion, 
that ſhe might ſtill appear to more 
advantage, were the gaudineſs of her 
dreſs increaſed. 


It was that very impoſing ſpirit, by 
which the petitioners find themſelves 
aggrieved, which occaſioned the evils, 
of which you preſent us ſo horrible a 

| ” T8 picture, 
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picture. The civil magiſtrate threw off 
the yoke of the Roman Pontiff and 
_ reſolved to be Pope himſelf: and as a 
kind of Inquiſition is very expedient 
for the maintenance of ſuch an office, 
he opened the ſtores of the infernal ar- 
ſenal, to eſtabliſh himſelf in his aſſumed 
authority. Thus vaſt numbers fell by 
the arm of the civil power; of that 
very power which, if your account be 
true, was called in to the aid of reli- 
gion; but which moſt iniquitouſly acted 
as her foe, binding her in fetters, and 
violating, moſt outrageouſly violating, 
her mild and benevolent orders. 


As the impoſing ſpirit did ſo much 
hurt hen, it is certainly proper at any 
time, to make ſuch regulations in the 
ſtate, as may render it incapable of do- 
ing further miſchief. 

If the petition ſucceeds, and any diſ- 
turbances follow; you and your party, 

5 Sir, 
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Sir, muſt be the active men. The evil 


now muſt. proceed as before, from the ad- 


vocates of impoſition, and not from the 
friends of liberty. 


Now with what face, Sir, can you 
attempt to deter your countrymen from 
approving of, or joining in a ſcheme, 
becauſe of the evil conſequences which 
may follow, when, if the miſchief be 
done, 1t muſt be done by you and your 
friends ? — This is not reaſoning with 
us, Sir, but threatening us. It 1s telling 
us, that if any alteration ſhall take place, 
you and your party will deluge the land 
with blood. I tremble with horror as I 
write it: but beg you to conſider, op- 
poſition to the received inſtitutions, even 
in the peaceable way of petitioning, 1s 
what you yourſelf condemn ; and ſurely 
then, you will not ſuffer your zeal to 
hurry you into downright rebellion in 
oppoſing them. 


Lou 
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You are now come to the ſecond head 
of your diſcourſe ; after having proved 
nothing, but that you love religious 
eſtabliſhments, hate the petitioners, and 
look upon perſecution as a neceſſary 
inſtrument of government. 


I would have you to underſtand it 
is mere complaiſance in me, to take 
your ſecond head into conſideration ; 
ſince that depends upon the firſt, and 
the firſt I have confuted. But it would 
be almoſt as rude to take leave of you 
here, as it would have been to have gone 
out of church, had I heard this extra- 
ordinary ſermon delivered, before you 
had concluded it. 


* The next - ſubject of conſideration 
* 1s, Whether the line drawn in the 
** ſubſcription required by the conſtitu- 
* tion of England, lays any unjuſti- 


} | 
| „ fable 


[ 45 ] 


« fable conſtraint on the conſciences of 
« real Chriſtians.“ 


In order to this, let us caſt back 
« our eyes on that ever memorable 
« time, when the clouds of error were 
« diſperſed, and the pure religion of 
« Chriſt ſhone forth in our land with 
„original luſtre.” * — How comes it to 
paſs, Sir, that you political divines, are 
eternally contradicting yourſelves? How 
ſhould Chriſtianity appear with its ori- 
ginal luſtre here, when you fay that 
religion, as ſoon as incorporated with 
the civil government, has her complexion 
altered to that of the ſtate; and is or- 
namented with, or rather has her beau- 
ties concealed by, forms and ceremonies. 
You indirectly concede, that the Ar- 
© ticles of Faith, as drawn up by the 
«« Reformers, are not in every minu*- 
point true.“ What is then become 


* Sermon, p. 9. 


Sir, 
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Sir, of the original luſtre of Chriſtian- 
ity? It was no doubt, originally, ex- 
actly true in every minute point. 


The perſons, you ſay, who com- 
poſed the Liturgy, were men for 
learning, abilities, for moderation and 
« candour, unexceptionable.”* — They 
were, Sir, on the whole, well-mean- 
ing and uſeful men: but it makes me 
ſmile to hear perſons talk of their abili- 
ties. An excellent ſpecimen of theſe 
abilities, we have in a late pamphlet, 
entitled, Free Thoughts on the ſubject 
of a farther reformation of the church 
of England ; publiſhed by Dr. Dawſon. 


Cranmer was the principal divine em- 
ployed m this work ; and who can help 
being diverted with the Archbiſhop's 
proving Original Sin, from the ninth and 
tenth Commandments; and convicting 
children of this ſin, from their crying 


* Sermon, p. 9. 


when 
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' when their nurſes have laid them in an 


uneaſy poſture, and their being diſ- 
pleaſed when their toys are taken from 
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« In the ninth and tenth command- 
ments,” ſays this man of abilities, 
you ſhall learn, that evil luſts and ap- 


petites which come unto us from our 


firſt father Adam be fins, and that no 
man or woman, no not infants in their 
mother's womb, do live without ſuch 
luſts and appetites.—Theſe appetites 
and defires we may perceive to be even 
in infants which lie in their cradle. 
For when ſuch young babes do not lie 
ſoftly, or be grieved with thirſt, hunger 
or cold, they cry unpatiently. Like- 
wiſe when we ſhew them any plealant 
thing to their eyes, and ſuddenly again 
take it from them, we ſee them weep. 
And theſe be plain and evident tokens, 
that infants newly born be given to 
their own wills and appetites, and 
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481 
« are ſinners, for as much as they tranſ- 


« oreſs this commandment, Thou ſhalt 
& not defire, &c. &c. | 


I had much rather be filent, on the 


ſubject of the reformers moderation. It 
is an unpleaſant taſk, to expoſe the 


frailties of thoſe, who have been the 
But the cauſe of 
truth requires it: for every excellence, 
ſuppoſed to reſide in theſe fathers of the 
preſent church of England, has its effect 


upon the members of that church; diſ- 


poſing them to an implicit faith, in all 
which they have taught: and this is the 
reaſon, indeed, why you have aſcribed to 
them thoſe qualities, to which they have 
no claim. I wiſh, Sir, you and all perſons 
that chuſe to ſhelter themſelves, in their 


religious diſputes, under the fence of ſome 


great names, would learn not to extol 
their leaders too highly; for this incites 
their antagoniſts to examine: the miſre- 
preſentation 1s diſcovered ; and both their 

| leaders 
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leaders and themſelves diſgraced—So 
much by way of exhortation to you; and 
apology for my contributing to make ſtill 
more publickly known, the reformers 
want of moderation. 


In 1543, the archbiſhop propoſed a 


bill, by which all churchmen that 


e preached contrary to the book ſet out 
* by the biſhops, for the firſt offence, 
* were required to recant; for the ſe- 
e cond, to abjure and carry a faggot ; 
e but were to be burned for the third.” * 
If you call this moderation, you muſt call 
it ſo by compariſon. Others might have 


| wiſhed to have burned the ſuppoſed here- 


tic ſooner; but the Surning clauſe, can in 
no reſpect be thought really moderate, or 
even proper, by any but thoſe, who like 


you, Sir, ſee puniſhment to be eſſentially 


neceſſary in ſuch caſes. 


* Burnet's Abridgment, &c. 5th edit. London, 1719, 
Vol. I. p. 273, 274. 


E I Will 
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I will copy from the ſame edition of 
Burnet's Abridgment,* a paſſage which 


it will ſet the diſpoſition of the reformers 
| in a more ſtriking light. 


1 « There were ſome Anabaßptiſis at this 
| « time in England, that were come over 
« out of Germany; ſo a commiſſion was 
granted to ſome biſhops and others to 
« ſearch them out; and to proceed againſt 
e them. Several perſons were brought 
* before them, and did abjure their er- 5 
„ rors; which were, That there was not a ; 
% trinity of perſons; that Chriſt was not 
% Gor, and took not fleſh of the virgin; 
* and that a regenerate man could not fin. 
One Joan Bocher, called Joan of Kent, 
« denied that Chriſt took fleſh of the 
e ſubſtance of his mother; ſhe was out 
of meaſure vain and conceited of her 
** notions, and rejected all the inſtruc- 
tion which was offered her with ſcorn: 
* Burnet's Abridgment, Vol II. p. 80, 81, 82. 


So 
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« 80 ſhe was condemned as an obſtinate 
„„ Heretic, and delivered to the ſecular 
« arm. But it was very hard to perſuade 
« the King to ſign the warrant of her 
« execution; he thought it was an inflance 
« of the ſame ſpirit of cruelty, for which 
« the reformers condemned the Papiſts. It 
« was hard to condemn one to be burned 
for ſome wild opinions, eſpecially when 
they ſeemed to flow from a diſturbed 
„ brain. But Cranmer perſuaded him, 
« that he, being Gop's lieutenant, was 
bound, in the firſt place to puniſh thoſe 
offences committed againſt Gop : He 
« alſo alledged the laws of Maſes for pu- 
« niſhing blaſphemers; and he thought 
« errors that truck againſt the Apoſtles 
Creed, ought to be capitally puniſhed. 
„Theſe things did rather filence than ſa- 
« tisfy the young King. He ſigned the 
« warrant with tears m his eyes, and ſaid 
to Cranmer, that ſince he reſigned up 
„ himſelf in that matter to his judgment, 
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if he ſinned in it, it ſhould lie at his 
door. This ſtruck the archbiſhop ; 
and both he and Rialey took her into 
their houſes, and tried what reaſon, 
joined with gentleneſs could do. But 
ſhe was ſtill more and more inſolent; 
ſo at laſt ſhe was burned, and ended 
her life very indecently, breaking out 
often in jeers and reproaches, and was 
looked on as a perſon fitter for Bedlam 
than a fake. Some time after that a 
Dutchman, George Van Parre, was alſo 
condemned and burned, for denying 
the divinity of Chriſt, and ſaying, that 
the father only was Gop. He had led 
a very exemplary life, both for faſting, 
devotion, and a good converſation, and 
ſuffered with extraordinary compoſed- 
neſs of mind. Theſe things caſt a great 
blemiſh on the reformers; it Was aid, Z hey 
only condemned cruelty when it was exer- 
ciſed on themſelves, but were ready ta 
prattiſe it when they had power. The 
Papiſts made great uſe of this afterwards 


66 in 
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in Queen Mary's time, and what Cran- 
mer and Ridley ſuffered in her time, was 
thought a juſt retaliation on them from that 
© wiſe providence, that diſpenſes all things 
juſtly to all men. — l ſhall make no re- 
flections. 
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But the reformers were not only men, 


* for learning and abilities, for modera- 
* tion and candour unexceptionable ;” 
but alſo, men, fo free from prejudice, 
* that, at the riſk of every thing that 1s 
“ uſually held moſt dear, they renounced 
* the erroneous doctrines and practice in 
c which education had trained them up, 
% Kc.“ kx — This, Sir, is a miſrepreſenta- 
tion. For the King being at the head of 
the reformation, the intereſt of both cler- 
gy and laity certainly lay, in humouring 
this diſpoſition of his; by W | the 
principles of their education. 


* Sermon, p. 9, 10. 
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diſputes concerning the reformation; © but 


« the contention had been ſharper if the 


« King had not ſent ſome articles to them 
to be conſidered by them, and fo they 
& whoſe chief deſign it was to recommend 
themſeFves to preferment, by the readineſs 
„ compliance with him in all points; agreed 
& to his Articles. * Theſe articles were 


* 


* 


0 


A 
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fixteen biſhops, forty abbots and priors, 
5 and fifty of the lower haufe.” + 


I with pleaſure join you, in honouring 
thoſe of the reformers, „who ſigned the 
« invaluable legacy of the reformed reh- 
gion with their blood.” They had em- 
ployed themſelves fo long, in ſearching for 
arguments againſt the Papiſts, that at 
length their judgments were convinced; 


* Burnet's Abridgment, Vol. I. p. 168. 
+ Ditto, p. 159. 


and 


The convocation in 1 536, had violent 


ſigned by Cromwell, the twoarchbiſhops, 


mg ‚ 
| rr 


[ 53 ] 


and they died worthy martyrs to their real 
ſentiments. 


But I muſt remind you, Sir, that you 
cannot, in conſiſteney with what you 
have before advanced, regard theſe men 
truly in an honourable light.— Affairs 
were changed at the time the principal re- 
formers fuffered: the nation had been re- 
conciled to the ſee of Rome ; and the Pro- 
teftants now oppoſed eſtabliſhed inſtitu- 
tions. They therefore deſerved death in 
England, as much as Socrates did in Athens; 
whoſe execution you quote with appro- 
bation. 


I am quite tired, Sir, with point- 
ing out the abſurdities and contradictions 
in your extraordinary Sermon ; and will 
therefore haſten to a concluſion. There 
is no end of remarking on a piece, in which 
every paragraph, and almoſt cvery ſen- 
tence, furniſhes ſomething to criticize. 
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I ſee many more things highly excep- 
tionable in your publication, which I have 
paſſed over in ſilence; ſo that you cannot 
ſay, I have taken all advantages. 


I muſt finiſh my remarks, with ſome 
obſervations on the mode of ſermonizing, 
you have adopted.—Your diſcourſe, Sir, 
is hiſtorical, not argumentative: and the 
hiſtory 18 not always true. 
were, no concluſion can be drawn from 
the reality of a fact to the propriety of it. 


If the civil power did ſeize on religion, 
alter her complexion, and trick her out 
in forms and ceremonies; this will not 
prove it had a right ſo to do. 


If the laws in England have given a 
right to government, to require ſubſcrip- 
tion to Articles of Faith; it remains to 
be ſhown, that the laws are, in this in- 
ſtance, rational and Chriſtian, 


But if it 
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KK government has afſumed a power of 
inflicting puniſhments, on thoſe who pro- 
pagate doctrines repugnant to the eſta- 
bliſhed inſtitutions ; it is moſt reaſonable 
ro ſuppoſe, that aſſumed power cannot be 
juſtifiable in its exertion, 


If impoſing ſpirits, ſuch as yours, have 
deluged the land with blood formerly, for 
amendments in religion; this ſhould 
teach all who find themſelves inclined to 
impoſe, to check this inclination; to be 
content with enjoying their own liberty, 
and to leave others the free enjoyment of 
theirs. 


If the reformers were really ſuch men as 
you repreſent them, ſtill there is no rea- 
ſon for puniſhing perſons, who do not 
agree with them in ſentiment ; nor for 
making laws to oblige all to profeſs their 
opinions. The meaneſt ſubje*t has as 
great a right to think for himſelf, and to 
7 * propagate 
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propagate his ſentiments, if not hurtful 
to civil government, as the moſt exalted ; 
nay, as the chief magiſtrate himſelf. 
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If you think it eſſentially neceſſary to 
civil government, to puniſh thoſe who 
propagate doctrines repugnant to the eſta- 
bliſhed inſtitutions ; I rejoice, ſo may the 
petitioners, and ſo will vaſt numbers of 
your own Church, that you are not in 


power. 


If to ſecure rational Chriſtianity from 
errors and abuſes, and to tranſmit pure 
to poſterity ſo invaluable a bleſſing, a 
certain form was compoſed comprehend- 
ing Articles of religious and civil im- 
port; —as you ſay — * you have your- 
ſelf ſhewn the abſurdity of ſuch a pro- 
cedure, by aſſerting, what all rational 
men will agree to; namely, that if 
* ſound arguments properly urged, will 
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« not conciliate an uniformity of belief 
in diſputable points, all other means 
: cc muſt fail.” ＋ And, 


If this your laſt quoted obſervation 
be true ; your Sermon 1s abſolutely good 
for nothing. Fs 


| TI now take leave of you, with declar- 
ing, on the word of an honeſt man, 
and a Chriſtian, that I bear you no 
ill-will; and ſhould take pleaſure in 
doing you, though unknown, any real 


ſervice. I am, 
Reverend Sir, 


Yours, &c. 


A friend to religious Liberty. 


+ Sermon, p. 10. 
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